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Section 1 

Introduction, Purpose and Methodology 
  

  

Introduction 

 

1.1 The Environmental Dimension Partnership Ltd (EDP) has been commissioned by             

Taff Housing Association (‘the applicant’) to undertake a Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

(LVA) of proposals to develop Land off De Braose Close, Danescourt, Cardiff (‘the site’). 

The site boundary extends to 2.88 hectares (ha), with its appearance and features briefly 

described within Section 2 of this LVA. An additional 2.56ha of off-site land is also within 

applicant control to the north. Full site details are given in the DAS accompanying the 

planning application. 

 

1.2 EDP is an independent environmental planning consultancy with offices in Cirencester, 

Cheltenham, Shrewsbury and Cardiff. The practice provides advice to private and public 

sector clients throughout the UK in the fields of landscape, ecology, archaeology, cultural 

heritage, arboriculture, rights of way and masterplanning. Details of the practice can be 

obtained at our website www.edp-uk.co.uk. EDP is a Registered Practice of the Landscape 

Institute (1) specialising in the assessment of the effects of proposed development on the 

landscape.   

 

1.3 This LVA is part of a suite of documents accompanying a full planning application 

(including details of the proposed highways site access), for the proposed development 

summarised in Section 6 of this LVA. The proposed planning application is for the 

development of 45 residential dwellings together with associated infrastructure, Public 

Open Space and woodland management. The proposals are illustrated on the         

Proposed Site Layout (SK 015P, September 2019) included at Appendix EDP 1. 

 

 

Purpose and Structure of this LVA 

 

1.4 The purpose of this LVA is to provide an independent, informed professional assessment 

of the predicted nature and significance of the changes to the landscape that may arise as 

a result of the proposed development.   

 

1.5 In undertaking the assessment described in this LVA, EDP has: 

 

• Undertaken a thorough data trawl of relevant designations and background 

documents, described in Section 3;  

 

• Assessed the existing (baseline) condition and character of the site and its setting, 

described in Section 4; 

 

                                                           
1 LI Practice Number 1010 

http://www.edp-uk.co.uk/
http://www.edp-uk.co.uk/
http://www.edp-uk.co.uk/
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• Assessed the existing visual (baseline) context, especially any key views to and from 

the site (Section 5); 

 

• Described the landscape aspects of the proposed development that may influence 

any landscape or visual effects (Section 6); 

 

• In Section 7, assessed the landscape and visual effects in accordance with the 

approach described below;  

 

• Reached overall conclusions in Section 8; and 

 

• Provided an analysis of the likely landscape and visual effects of the proposed 

scheme, which is determined by combining the magnitude of the predicted change 

with the assessed sensitivity of the identified receptors. 

  

 

Methodology Adopted for the Assessment 

 

1.6 The proposed development, the subject of this LVA, is not subject to an          

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). This LVA has, therefore, been undertaken in 

accordance with the principles embodied in ‘Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment – Third Edition (LI/IEMA, 2013)’ (GLVIA3) and other best practice guidance 

insofar as it is relevant to non-EIA schemes.  

 

1.7 Familiarisation; EDP’s study has included reviews of aerial photographs, web searches, 

Local Planning Authority (LPA) publications/policy and landscape character assessments. 

EDP has also obtained, where possible, information about relevant landscape and other 

designations such as Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs), conservation areas 

and gardens and parks listed on Historic England’s ‘Register of Historic Parks and 

Gardens of Special Historic Interest in England’ (RPG). 

 

1.8 Field Assessment; EDP has undertaken a comprehensive field assessment of local site 

circumstances, including a photographic survey of the character and fabric of the site and 

its surroundings, using photography from a number of representative viewpoints. The field 

assessment was undertaken by a qualified landscape architect over three site visits; 

considering both summer-time and winter-time conditions. 

 

1.9 Design Inputs; EDP’s field assessment has informed a process whereby the development 

proposals have been refined to avoid, minimise or compensate for landscape effects. 

 

1.10 Assessment methodology; predicted effects on the landscape resource arising from the 

proposed development (as detailed in Section 7 of this LVA) have been determined in 

accordance with the principles embedded within published best practice guidance insofar 

as the assessment adopts the following well-established, structured approach:  

 

• Likely effects on landscape character and visual amenity are dealt with separately; 
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• The assessment of likely effects is reached using a structured methodology for 

defining sensitivity, magnitude and significance which is contained as                        

Appendix EDP 3. This framework is combined with professional judgement. 

Professional judgement is an important part of the assessment process; it is neither 

‘pro’ nor ‘anti’ development but acknowledges that development may result in 

beneficial change as well as landscape or visual harm; 

 

• As advised in GLVIA3, the appraisal takes into account the effects of any proposed 

mitigation; and 

 

• Typically, a 15-year time horizon is used as the basis for conclusions about the 

residual levels of effect. Fifteen years is a well-established and accepted compromise 

between assessing the shorter-term effects (which may often be rather ‘raw’ before 

any proposed mitigation has had time to take effect) and an excessively long time 

period.  

 

 

Study Area 

  

1.11 To establish the baseline and potential limit of material effects, the study area has been 

considered at two geographical scales: 

        

1. First, a broad ‘study area’ of 2km was adopted, the extent of which is illustrated on 

Plan EDP 1. Based mainly on desk-based study, this broad study area allowed the 

geographical scope of the assessment to be defined based on the extent of views 

to/from the site and within the site’s environmental planning context.  

 

2. Second, following initial analysis and subsequent field work the broad study area was 

refined down to that land which is most likely to experience landscape effects. Given 

the size of the site and its existing containment, the extent of this detailed study area 

is 1km from the site boundary, although occasional reference may be made to 

features beyond this area where appropriate. This detailed study area is also 

illustrated on Plan EDP 1. 
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Section 2 

The Site 
 

 

2.1 Plan EDP 1 illustrates the location of the site’s boundaries and the study area for the 

LVA. The site is located within the city of Cardiff, to the east of the Danescourt settlement 

area, sandwiched between this and the Merthyr-Cardiff railway line which runs parallel 

and immediately adjacent to the River Taff in this location. 

 

2.2 The site’s character and local context is illustrated on the aerial photograph contained as 

Plan EDP 2 

 

2.3 The site is 2.88ha in size, comprising two fields of semi-improved grassland subject to 

significant encroachment by scrub and bramble. The northern end of the site and the 

‘limb’ of land which connects it to De Braose Close, comprises predominantly young self-

regenerated woodland on the edge of a former old quarry site. There are scattered trees 

across the site, particularly along its boundaries and the site lies within the context of 

existing built form to the south, west and south east. 

 

 
Image EDP 2.1: Adjacent housing of Blethin Close upon elevated ground to the west of the site, 

with bramble scrub upon sloping foreground land included within the site. 
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Image EDP 2.2: Housing at ‘Ty Isaf’ to the south east of the site is well enclosed by coniferous 

hedging. 

 

2.4 The site is extremely well connected to the local rights of way network and, by virtue of a 

railway underpass and a bridge over the River Taff, to the Taff Trail and its associated 

green network to the city centre. As a result, the site is well utilised as a thoroughfare for 

nearby residents and for recreational purposes, with clear evidence of this visible in the 

form of well-trodden footpaths, and also in litter and ground disturbance within the 

woodland area in particular. 

 

 
Image EDP 2.3: The underpass beneath the adjacent railway line and embankment. 
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Image EDP 2.4: The bridge over the River Taff towards Hailey Park. 

2.5 Given the location, condition and ongoing informal use of the site there is clearly a strong 

existing relationship with the surrounding built up areas. 
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Section 3 

Findings of EDP Data Trawl 
  

  

3.1 The findings of EDP’s data trawl of relevant environmental and planning designations are 

illustrated on Plan EDP 1 and summarised in this Section. 

 

 

Landscape-related Designations 

 

3.2 Landscape-related designations and policy considerations within 2km of the site are 

shown on Plan EDP 1. In summary: 

 

• National landscape designations; the site does not lie within a nationally designated 

landscape; 

 

• Local Landscape Designations; the site does not lie within a locally designated 

landscape; and 

 

• Other landscape-related designations; the site lies within the River Taff Corridor as 

defined within the Cardiff Local Development Plan (LDP) and subject to the                     

River Taff Corridor Action Plan. It should be noted that the Cardiff Council Green 

Infrastructure Supplementary Planning Guidance (‘The GI SPG’ - Adopted                         

November 2018), includes a Technical Guidance Note as an appendix which 

specifically relates to river corridors. EDP has undertaken a separate                             

Green Infrastructure (GI) appraisal which considers the requirements of this policy 

(see report ref edp4188_r013a). 

 

 

Heritage Matters 

  

3.3 Heritage assets can influence the visual character of the landscape and enrich its historic 

value. This LVA addresses heritage assets only insofar as they are components of the 

wider contemporary landscape – not in terms of their significance and value as heritage 

assets, which is a matter addressed by the separate Archaeological and Heritage 

Assessment also prepared by EDP (see report ref. edp4188_r007a).   

 

3.4 As identified upon Plan EDP 1, the nearest heritage assets to the site are as follows: 

 

• Church Road, Whitchurch Conservation Area is located 384m to the north-east of the 

site; 

 

• Melingriffith Water Pump Scheduled Monument, located 600m to the north-west of 

the site; 
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• There are no listed buildings located within the site, although there are 12 Grade II 

listed buildings situated within 1km of the site’s boundary. The closest of these is the 

Grade II Listed Building of St. John the Baptist Church, and its associated churchyard 

walls and Lychgate, all of which are located west of Radyr Court House, c. 320m from 

the site, and are completely screened from view by intervening housing. 

 

• Fairwood House, Grade II Historic Park and Garden is located 500m to the south-

west. 

 

3.5 None of the features identified above possess intervisibility or connection with the site, 

and therefore provide little to no influence upon the character of the site or local context. 

Therefore, these features have been discounted from any further consideration in terms 

of landscape and visual amenity. 

 

 

Ecology Matters 

 

3.6 A separate Ecology Appraisal has been produced by EDP (see report ref. edp4188_r008) 

which considers the ecological assets present on the site and within the study area. 

 

3.7 No part of the site is covered by any statutory or non-statutory ecological designations, 

however Glamorgan Canal/Long Wood Site of Special Scientific Interest is located 1.1km 

to the north and a number of local Sites of Interest for Nature Conservation (SINC) are 

present within a 1km radius (including Radyr Community Woodlandsc SINC/Ancient 

Woodland, River Taff SINC and Hailey Park SINC). 

 

3.8 In terms of on-site habitat, the site comprises a mixture of broadleaved woodland, scrub, 

scattered trees, hedgerow, semi-improved grassland and tall ruderal vegetation. The 

Ecological Appraisal states: “Whilst the woodland habitat occupying the northern extent 

of the Application Site is relatively young and establishing, with limited habitat structure, 

scarse ground flora and subject to regular public use, with littering and ground 

disturbance widespread, it is considered of importance at the Local Level given its 

contiguous nature with Radyr Court Woodlands SINC / ASNW located beyond. The scrub 

and scattered trees on the south-western boundary of the Application Site are also 

considered to have Local value given its linear nature and value as a wildlife corridor.”  

 

3.9 Scattered stands of invasive Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) are present along the 

northern edge of the site, adjacent to the railway embankment. 

 

 

Arboricultural Matters 

 

3.10 A separate Arboricultural Assessment (see report ref. edp4188_r011) considers the 

arboricultural assets on the site, the off-site land within client control and within the study 

area. 
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3.11 It should be noted that the site is subject to a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) within its 

boundary and another in close proximity (Cardiff Council TPO Reference W01 and T12, 

respectively). These are identified on Plan EDP 1. 

 

 

Public Access and Rights of Way 

 

3.12 A review of Cardiff Council’s definitive map reveals the following Public Rights of Way 

(PRoW) and open access land within the Study Area: 

• PRoW Radyr 56, which runs north-west to south-east along the site’s south-western 

boundary;  

 

• PRoW Radyr 48 which crosses east to west across the site, between PRoW 56 and 

the railway underpass at the site’s north-eastern boundary; 

 

• PRoW Radyr 52, which runs adjacent to the northern edge of the railway 

embankment; 

 

• PRoW Radyr 43-47 lie within the housing development to the west; and 

 

• The Taff Trail (National Cycle Route 8), to the east of the site passing through                       

Hailey Park. 

 

3.13 Plan EDP 1 and 2 together provide further information on the range of routes available 

around the site which includes on street connections to schools and local centres to the 

west and public footpath connections to the east of the river. 

 

3.14 To the east of the river lies Hailey Park, a substantial urban park which includes, towards 

its northern end, a country park with a more naturalistic character. Further south, Hailey 

Park contains extensive playing field provision as well as play facilities for a range of ages 

and here incorporates the Taff Trail which re-joins the riverside area in this location. This 

route in turn provides pedestrian and cycle connectivity to the Taff Trail corridor which 

extends through Llandaff Fields, Pontcanna, and on towards Bute Park and the city 

centre. 

 

3.15 North of Hailey Park, again connected via the Taff Trail, lies a further Country Park at 

Forest Farm. This park contains the remaining stretch of the former Cardiff Merthyr canal 

and a range of sites of importance for nature conservation, nature reserves and Sites of 

Special Scientific Interest. 
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Section 4 

Existing (Baseline) Conditions: Landscape Character 
 

 

4.1 This section provides an assessment of the ‘baseline’ (existing) conditions in respect of 

the character of the site and its landscape context. It summarises any relevant published 

landscape assessments which contribute to a better understanding of the landscape 

context. Such assessments provide a helpful understanding of the landscape context, but 

rarely deliver sufficiently site-specific or up to date information to draw robust conclusions 

about the significance of any change proposed by the development. Accordingly, EDP has 

undertaken its own assessment of the site itself which is included in this Section. 

 

 

Published Character Assessments - LANDMAP 

 

4.2 LANDMAP (Landscape Assessment and Decision Making Process) is a system that has 

been in development by Countryside Commission for Wales (CCW) (now                                 

Natural Resources Wales (NRW)) since 1997, in conjunction with the                                        

Wales Landscape Partnership Group (WLPG). The aim is to record, and make                        

available to anyone with an interest in land, a wide range of information about the                

Welsh landscape. 

 

4.3 LANDMAP data is the key tool recommended for use in decision making relating to 

landscape character. Planning Policy Wales Edition 10 (Welsh Assembly Government, 

2018) Section 6.3.19-20 states:  

 

“LANDMAP is an important information resource, methodology, and monitoring baseline 

for the landscapes of Wales, which can help inform planning for the sustainable 

management of natural resources in an area. LANDMAP describes and evaluates the 

physical, ecological, visual, cultural and historic aspects of the landscapes of Wales, and 

provides the basis of a consistent, quality assured national approach to landscape 

assessment. LANDMAP assessments can help to inform green infrastructure 

assessments, SPG on landscape, development management decisions, landscape 

character assessment, special landscape areas (SLAs), local distinctiveness, design, and 

landscape sensitivity studies. 

 

Planning authorities should draw upon LANDMAP in the preparation of landscape plans 

and assessments needed to inform development plans, SPGs and the development 

management process. LANDMAP assessments should be published.” 

 

4.4 LANDMAP is a GIS based landscape resource where landscape characteristics, qualities 

and influences on the landscape are recorded and evaluated into a nationally consistent 

data set. Data is defined by five layers or themes, the Geological Landscape, Landscape 

Habitats, Visual and Sensory, Historic Landscape and Cultural Landscape, forming the key 

landscape guidance for Wales. 
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4.5 LANDMAP is a whole landscape approach that covers all landscapes, designated and                          

non-designated. It identifies key landscape characteristics and qualities that can be used 

to aid planning policy and decisions. The accompanying guidance states that it is the use 

of all five layers of information that promotes sustainable landscape decision-making, 

giving all five layers equal consideration.  

 

4.6 The site is composed of a number of LANDMAP ‘aspect areas’, as summarised in              

Table EDP 4.1. Each LANDMAP theme/layer is described, assessed and assigned one of 

four overall grades of value: low, moderate, high or outstanding. Summary LANDMAP 

descriptions are provided on the CCW website. 

 

Table EDP 4.1: LANDMAP ‘Aspect Areas’. 

Aspect  Area Name Classification Evaluation 

Geological 

Landscape 

Bute Park-Hailey Park Active lowland river-

flood plain system  

Moderate 

Landscape Habitat River Taff and 

surrounds south of M4 

Mosaic Moderate 

Visual and Sensory Hailey and Lydstep 

Parks/Taff Corridor 

Amenity Land Moderate 

Historic Landscape River Taff Corridor Communications 

 

High 

Cultural Landscape River Taff Corridor Leisure/Recreation Moderate 

 

4.7 As can be seen from this, under all LANDMAP aspects, the site falls within aspect areas 

evaluated as ‘moderate’, and in one instance ‘High’ regarding its Historic Landscape. With 

this in mind, and in accordance with NRW methodology, the site is considered to be of no 

more than regional to local importance. 

 

4.8 Some correlation occurs with these aspect area descriptions, such as: 

 

• The site’s inclusion as part of the river valley landform; 

 

• Its wooded character flanking the River Taff corridor, with connection to amenity 

areas and wooded parkland along the course of the river between the city centre and 

the countryside to the north; 

 

• The sites enclosed and settled character as a result of existing vegetation cover and 

adjacent built form; 

 

• The ‘constant’ level of human access; and 

 

• Some of the valley floor has a poorly managed appearance and there are urban 

fringe problems such as vandalism and fly-tipping. 

 

4.9 However, the following dissimilarities are also identified: 
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• Attractive views out of the site are limited by existing vegetation, with no visual 

connection with the River Taff as a result of the intervening railway and associated 

embankment; and, 

 

• No visual or physical connection to Llandaff Cathedral. 

 

 

EDP Site Assessment 

 

4.10 While the LANDMAP assessment provides a helpful contextual appreciation of the wider 

landscape, it does not provide a sufficiently site-specific assessment to allow a reliable 

appraisal to be made of the effects of the proposed development on the landscape. In 

particular, such published assessments tend to miss more localised influences on the 

landscape such as the effect of traffic or existing development on tranquillity and visual 

character, especially in close proximity to settlements (or within them, as is the case 

here). This requires an appropriately detailed assessment of the site itself and its 

immediate surroundings which EDP has undertaken and is described below. 

 

4.11 Site visits have taken place on three occasions between early September and               

November 2017 and May 2018 during good, clear weather conditions. The visits have 

been complemented by a review of aerial photography, mapping and field assessments 

from publicly accessible locations (e.g. from local roads and PRoW). As a result, EDP 

provides the following summary of the existing landscape character of the site and its 

context: 

 

• The physical landscape – The site has a pronounced ‘escarpment’ along its western 

flank, with a further notable step in the gradients at the north-eastern boundary. The 

low point of the site is around 21m above Datum Ordnance (aOD) (at the approach to 

the underpass), while the highest point is around 35m aOD at the south-western 

boundary with the adjacent housing. Generally, the area of the site where 

development will occur is located between circa 23m and 25m aOD. The site itself 

does not contain any watercourses or waterbodies within its boundary however, as 

identified previously, the site is situated alongside the River Taff (circa 50m to the 

north-east of the site boundary) and is considered to form part of the associated river 

corridor; 

 

• The site’s visual and sensory character – the woodland and other vegetation 

on/around the site provides a high degree of enclosure from the surrounding 

landscape and settlement. The result of this is that the extent to which it is 

influenced by its urban setting is more limited than would otherwise be the case. 

That said, the elevated housing of Nicholson Webb Close and Blethin Close to the 

south west are dominant in the experience of the southern half of the site, and the 

presence of the railway is highlighted by regularly passing trains along the elevated 

tracks. Despite the relatively naturalistic feel of the site achieved through the lack of 

scrub and woodland management, the proximity to significant build form is also 

obvious from the degree of pedestrian activity, the resultant ground disturbance and 
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compaction, and litter and detritus arising from recreational pressure. The lack of 

management/maintenance also produces a somewhat ‘unkempt’ appearance, 

reinforced by the presence of Japanese Knotweed particularly on the eastern 

boundary, encroaching from the riverside and railway to the east; 

 

• Landscape fabric and habitats – ecology and arboricultural surveys, and reporting 

undertaken by EDP identify the site to comprise two semi-improved grassland                  

fields encroached by scrub, bramble scrub and self-regenerated woodland. The 

arboricultural work identifies 34 individual trees, 22 groups of trees and one 

hedgerow, totalling 57 items. Of these there are seven A grade, 25 B grade and 25               

C grade. The species mix within the woodland is largely of broad leafed native and 

naturalised species such as ash, willow, oak, field maple, elder and sycamore; 

 

• Historic landscape character – the site is likely to have been farmland since the 

medieval period when it would have been on the fringes of Radyr Village. Though the 

remnants of an historic field boundary can be perceived (at the southern edge of the 

onsite woodland) through a study of aerial photography, the encroachment of 

woodland and scrub has all but obliterated this historic character such that the site is 

now perceived as a poorly maintained paddock when viewed from the south and 

immature woodland from the north; and 

 

• Cultural connections – EDP has identified minimal cultural connections related to the 

site which would elevate its sensitivity in character terms. The only cultural reference 

identified relates to a currently ‘lost’ and little known medieval pilgrimage route 

which use to pass through the site, connecting Llandaff Cathedral to Penrhys. Plans 

are in place within the local community to re-establish and launch the 21 mile route 

as the way-marked ‘Penrys Pilgrimage Way’ in 2020, with the route planned to 

continue to pass through the site.  
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Section 5 

Existing (Baseline) Conditions: Visual Amenity 
 

 

Introduction 

 

5.1 Visual amenity (as opposed to ‘visual character’ described in the previous section) is not 

about the visual appearance of the site, but has to do with the number, distribution and 

character of views towards, from or within the site. An analysis of visual amenity allows 

conclusions to be reached about who may experience visual change, from where and to 

what degree those views will be affected by the proposed development.  

 

5.2 This section describes the existing views; changes to views brought by the proposed 

development are analysed in Section 7. An analysis of existing views and the ‘receptors’ 

likely to experience visual change is conducted in three steps described in turn below:  

 

Step One: Defining Zone of Primary Visibility (ZPV) 

 

5.3 The ZPV is where views of the proposed development would normally be close-ranging 

and open, whether in the public or private domain, on foot, cycling or in a vehicle. In this 

instance the field assessment was identified by walking and driving local roads, rights of 

way and other publicly accessible viewpoints to arrive at an accurate, ‘field-tested’ Zone 

of Primary Visibility (ZPV). This work was undertaken by Chartered Landscape Architects 

visiting sites on a total of three separate occasions in September and November 2017 

and May 2018. 

 

5.4 Beyond the ZPV lies a zone of secondary visibility which is less open, being either partly 

screened or filtered. Views from within this zone would include the proposal - it may not 

be immediately noticeable, but once recognised would be a perceptible addition to the 

view.  

 

5.5 Plan EDP 3 illustrates the findings of the visual appraisal. This shows that, as a result of 

the extensive vegetation around/within the site, the ZPV extends only to the site itself, 

parts of the adjacent railway line and rear elevations of neighbouring housing to the west 

and south east. This is an extremely limited ZPV, with the site’s containment emphasised 

further by the close extent of the zone of secondary visibility experienced. 

 

Step Two: Defining Receptor Groups  

 

5.6 Within the ZPV and wider area, the people (‘receptors’) likely to experience visual change 

can be considered as falling into a number of discernible groups:  

 

Rights of Way Users 

 

5.7 As set out in Section 3, there are a range of PRoW within the detailed study area. Of 

these, those that are likely to offer some degree of view of the site are considered to be: 
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• The Taff Trail (National Cycle Route 8); 

 

• PRoW Radyr 56, which runs north-west to south-east along the site’s south-western 

boundary; and 

 

• PRoW Radyr 48 which crosses east to west across the site, between PRoW 56 and 

the railway underpass at the site’s north-eastern boundary. 

 

5.8 Views from PRoW Radyr 43-47 and 52 are curtailed by the presence of existing built form 

and the course of the railway line embankment, respectively, and are considered no 

further within this appraisal. 

 

5.9 The Taff Trail is a promoted footpath and part of National Cycle Route 8. It is extremely 

well used and provides a ‘spinal’ connection between the outer parts of Cardiff and the 

city centre. From where the route enters the city boundary however, after passing through 

Forest Farm 1km or so to the north of the site, it is a route set within an urban context, 

albeit a very leafy urban context, generally adjacent to the river. 

 

5.10 The Taff Trail lies outside the ZPV due to the screening effect of the vegetation on the 

eastern side of the site and that associated with the river corridor. Furthermore, the 

railway line lies on an elevated embankment in this location which effectively screens any 

ground level views in/out of the site in this direction. 

 

5.11 Photoviewpoint EDP 7 provides an indication of the views available from the Taff Trail. 

 

5.12 PRoW Radyr 48 and 56 are contained within the site itself and, as such will have clear 

views of it and of development within it. Representative views from these routes are 

provided as Photoviewpoints EDP 1, 3 and 4. 

 

5.13 Though these routes have a leafy character, due to the site’s current condition, they can 

only be accessed from within adjacent settlement and given their short length 

pedestrians are aware that they remain within the urban area’s context. 

 

Road Users 

 

5.14 The only road within the ZPV is Radyr Court Road to the southern boundary of the site. 

This is road used to provide a through route to Danescourt Way to the west, but this is 

now prevented just to the west of the site. Photoviewpoints EDP 1 and 2 illustrate the 

open views of the site available from this location. Given the limited number of properties 

accessible from Radyr Court Road, the number of road users making use of this minor 

route is likely to be extremely limited. 

 

Residential Dwellings/Groups 

 

5.15 Views from private residential properties, although likely to be of high to very high 

sensitivity to changes in the view, are not protected by national planning guidance or local 

planning policy. Accordingly, changes to the character, ‘quality’ and nature of private 
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views are not a material planning consideration in the determination of a planning 

application. However, they remain relevant to this review of the predicted extent and 

nature of visual change, so are reviewed briefly below: 

 

• Ty Isaf is a single dwelling to the immediate south-east of the site, enclosed by a well 

maintained coniferous hedge which provides screening at ground level. From first 

floor windows however, open views across much of the site are available; and 

 

• Blethin Close lies to the west of the site and the rear elevations of properties on the 

eastern side of this street potentially have elevated open views over the site, though 

this is largely limited to around seven houses at the southern end of the close due to 

the increased depth and density of on-site woodland which screens the site from 

properties further north. 

 

Rail Receptors 

 

5.16 Passengers on the Radyr to Cogan Line (which actually connects Cardiff City Centre to 

Merthyr Tydfil and Aberdare) obtain a brief view of the site as they pass Ty Isaf and briefly 

run adjacent to the eastern boundary of the site, though this view is likely to already be 

influenced by built form of Ty Isaf and the properties upon the slope top. These views are 

also slightly elevated due to the embankment upon which the line sits in this location. 

 

Step Three: Defining Representative Viewpoints 

 

5.17 Within the ZPV, there are clearly many individual but close-ranging points at which views 

towards the site are gained. EDP has selected a number of viewpoints which are 

considered representative of the nature of the views from each of the receptor groups 

identified above. The selection of the representative viewpoints is based on the principle 

that the assessment needs to test the ‘worst case’ scenario, and in selecting these 

viewpoints, EDP has sought to include: 

 

• A range of viewpoints from all points of the compass, north, south, east and west; 

 

• A range of viewpoints from distances at close quarters at the site boundary and 

middle-distance viewpoints at 0.4km or so from the site; and 

 

• Viewpoints from all the above receptor groups.  

 

5.18 Photoviewpoints (PVPs) have been selected by EDP. Their location is illustrated on 

Plan EDP 4 and is defined in Table EDP 5.1 below. Photographs from the selected 

viewpoints are contained in Appendix EDP 2. 
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Table EDP 5.1: Summary of Representative Photoviewpoints. 

PVP. 

No. 

Location Grid 

Ref. 

Distance and 

Direction of 

View 

Reason(s) for 

selection & 

Sensitivity of 

Receptor 

1 View into site along PRoW 56 

as it joins Radyr Court Road 

314295, 

179149 

On Boundary; 

north-west 
Minor road users, 

Pedestrians/PRoW 

users 

2 View through boundary 

hedgerow at access to Ty Isaf 

314330, 

179182 

On Boundary; 

north-west 
Minor road users 

3 View along PRoW 48 as it 

joins PRoW 56, within the 

site 

314273, 

179335 

On Boundary; 

south-west 
PRoW users 

4 View into site at the eastern 

end of PRoW 48 

314155, 

179339 

On Site; south-

east 
PRoW users 

5 View from the disused 

railway bridge to the north of 

the site 

314105, 

179535 

154m; south Pedestrians 

6 View from POS footpaths 

within Hailey Park, running 

along the northern bank of 

the River Taff 

314427, 

179325 

115m; south-

west 
POS users 

7 View from POS footpath 

along the north-eastern 

boundary of Hailey Park, 

adjacent to the sports 

pitches 

314521, 

179538 

320m; south-

west 
Promoted route users 

(pedestrian and cycle) 

8 View from the Taff Trail 

promoted route as it enters 

northern part of Hailey Park 

314607, 

179272 

279m; west POS users, recreation 

users 

9 View from POS footpath at 

the northern extent of Hailey 

Park, within the Country Park 

314133, 

179740 

378m; south POS users, country 

park users 
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 Section 6 

The Proposed Development and Mitigation 
 

 

6.1 Having defined the baseline conditions in the previous two sections, this report now 

reviews the proposed development and (in the next section) undertakes an assessment 

of the likely effects in landscape terms. 

 

 

The Proposed Development 

  

6.2 The proposed development is contained at Appendix EDP 1. The Design and Access 

Statement supporting this application provides full details of the development proposals. 

To summarise, these comprise: 

 

• 45 new dwellings predominantly located within areas presently covered by semi-

improved grassland and encroaching scrub, between the contours of 23m and 25m 

aOD; 

 

• A new main access road into the site off De Braose Close to the north-west, 

traversing existing woodland (in accordance with arboricultural recommendations) 

into the core of the proposed development; 

 

• Public open spaces and incidental landscaping including green woodland buffers to 

the northern and much of the western boundary; 

 

• Retention and improvement of existing footpath connections, with provision of 

additional informal paths through retained woodland; 

 

• New tree planting across the site within streetscape, rain garden and ecotone 

contexts; 

 

• ‘Ecotone’ planting to landscape and ecology ‘buffers’; and  

 

• Long term woodland management and maintenance, including initial new planting 

within retained woodland to the west and within the off-site client controlled land 

immediately adjacent to the site’s northern boundary. This land to the north of the 

site is to be provided as an area of Community Woodland, with its own management 

and maintenance plan to be adopted by a local action group. 

 

 

Overall GI Strategy  

 

6.3 The Green Infrastructure Strategy (edp4188_d023a), included within the                           

Green Infrastructure Statement (edp4188_r006) identifies the approach taken to the 



Land off De Braose Close, Danescourt, Cardiff 

Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

edp4188_r009a_FINAL DRAFT 

 

22 

Green Infrastructure of the site and illustrates the effective retention of the habitat and 

pedestrian connectivity in and around the site. 

 

 

Overall Landscape Strategy  

 

6.4 The landscape and visual sensitivities of the site have influenced the masterplanning 

process through an iterative process. Thus, the scheme proposals incorporate a degree of 

integral (or embedded) mitigation designed with the help of EDP to avoid or reduce 

potential landscape and visual effects. The landscape strategy for the scheme is 

contained as Plan EDP 4, visually demonstrating the positioning of mitigation measures 

within the scheme. As can be seen within Plan EDP 4, the scheme’s design has sought to 

minimise landscape and visual effects through a range of measures: 

 

• Avoidance – The development has sought to retain the best value tree cover on site, 

particularly those covered by a TPO and those at the site’s perimeter which will 

continue to offer a positive screening function. In addition, 58% of the site is to be 

retained as accessible green space; 

 

• Mitigation – where vegetation and tree removal has been unavoidable, new planting 

of trees and landscaping seeks to soften the overall appearance of the scheme and 

replicate the well vegetated character seen within views from the surrounding 

landscape. Introduction of a mixture of native and non-native species will increase 

the diversity of species and age of the tree stock across the site, providing an 

element of climate resilience within proposals. In addition, planting proposed within 

streetscapes (both tree and shrub) will look to provide benefits in terms of 

pollination, as well as seasonal interest. A 15m wide ‘ecotone’ (0.13ha in total area) 

is to be provided from the edge of retained woodland and PRoW route to the north, 

planted to provide a transition habitat between the existing woodland and proposed 

development. Planting within this area has potential to involve the translocation of 

suitable specimens currently identified for removal to facilitate new properties, 

providing some maturity within landscape proposals; 

 

• Compensation – Due to the necessary loss of woodland areas to facilitate the 

development, new woodland planting is to be undertaken across ‘blue land’ to the 

north, with this entire retained woodland area subjected to long term management to 

ensure the maintenance of its health and longevity. Where the character of footpaths 

through the site have been altered (by virtue of better surfacing and positioning next 

to new access routes), additional alternative paths have been provided where 

appropriate to continue to offer a ‘woodland walk’ experience; 

 

• Careful consideration has been given in relation to neighbouring properties to the 

immediate south-west and east. The layout aims to deliver a sensitive response to 

these properties through orientation and retention of a landscape buffer, offering 

‘back to back’ development with the existing property of Ty Isaf, ensuring that privacy 

of both existing and new properties is catered for appropriately; and 
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• Careful consideration of material colours (particularly in relation to roofs and mixture 

of brick and render on property frontages) to break up solidity of built form and blend 

it into the existing settlement and tree cover. Roofs are proposed to be imitation slate 

tiles, a dark colour to blend in with the darkened canopies containing the site, with 

property frontages comprising a mixture of brown ‘antique’ brick and white render. 

 

 

Proposed Landscape Enhancement 

 

6.5 In adopting the above mitigation measures the proposed scheme design serves to reduce 

the magnitude of potential landscape and visual effects on the identified baseline 

receptors. Some proposals however go further; they contribute to the restoration and 

management of landscape features that contribute to the character, visual and wildlife 

amenity of the area as well as providing benefits for the local community. 

 

6.6 The surfacing of footpaths across the development footprint together with the long term 

management of the retained woodland is considered to represent a beneficial effect of 

the development proposals – enhancing the accessibility across the site (and to the 

footway network beyond), whilst protecting and further enhancing the majority of the 

existing woodland resource as a future biodiversity and recreational asset, which would 

otherwise potentially be lost or further degraded through uncontrolled recreational 

pressure, lack of management and encroachment of invasive plant species. Retention of 

existing footpath routes through the site allow the continuation of plans to re-establish the 

Penrys Pilgrimage Way in the future, with the opportunity to incorporate interpretation and 

education features about the route’s history. 
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Section 7 

Predicted Landscape and Visual Effects 
 

 

Introduction 

 

7.1 In this section, the predicted effects on landscape character and visual amenity are 

summarised. The assessment uses the thresholds for magnitude, sensitivity and 

significance defined at Appendix EDP 3 as a guide, but moderated where appropriate 

with professional judgement. Professional judgement is an important part of the 

assessment process; it is neither ‘pro’ nor ‘anti’ development but acknowledges that 

development may result in beneficial change as well as landscape harm. The assessment 

also takes account of the likely effectiveness of any proposed mitigation. 

 

7.2 In this case, Year 15 (and beyond) is the timeframe over which the proposed development 

should be judged for its acceptability, with landscape change properly measured over this 

longer-term horizon - once mitigation has had time to mature and the proposals are 

settled into their context. 

 

 

Predicted Effects on the Character of the Site  

 

7.3 Given the site’s greenfield nature it is expected, and unavoidable, that any development 

on the site would have an element of effect upon the landscape character and fabric of 

the baseline site condition identified within Section 4. However, with considered 

landscape-led design and mitigation measures in place, there is potential for resulting 

effects to be reduced and moderated to an acceptable level. Predicted effects on 

landscape character are structured using the same format used to describe the site in 

Section 4:  

 

• The physical landscape – Given the relatively flat topography of the area of the centre 

of the site and the fact that the development proposals have avoided the steeper 

edge areas to the north and west, the change to the physical aspect of the site will be 

limited. Low retaining structures are to be incorporated between dwellings to allow 

proposals to follow and integrate into the existing site contours;  

 

• The site’s visual and sensory character – The existing urban influence over the site 

will undoubtedly be increased as a result of its development, through the introduction 

of further urban features such as houses, roads and surfaced pathways. The 

presence of retained woodland, proposed landscape buffers and integrated tree 

planting will however soften this effect; the site is already clearly located in an urban 

setting. The present ‘experience’ of woodland will remain, whilst additional paths 

could be formed through retained woodland where appropriate. More generally the 

enhanced management of these woodlands will retain their positive influence over 

the site and this part of the city for the future; 
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• Landscape fabric and habitats – The development of the site has focussed on the 

retention of as much woodland as possible while delivering a viable scheme. This has 

resulted in the necessary removal of lower value areas of encroaching scrub habitat 

and some of the less important trees and groups of trees on site. These removals are 

mitigated through new planting within the scheme and within ‘blue land’ to the 

immediate north; this, together with the long-term management and maintenance of 

the retained landscape, adds further scheme benefit which is considered to balance, 

if not outweigh, the impacts of those required removals; 

 

• Historic landscape character – the historic character of the site has essentially 

already been lost through the encroachment of scrub and the effect of the site’s 

enclosure by surrounding development. The further development of the site is 

therefore considered to have a negligible effect on historic landscape character; and 

 

• Cultural connections – EDP has identified no cultural connections related to the site 

which would elevate its sensitivity in character terms and therefore any potential 

effects in this respect are also negligible. 

 

7.4 Overall, the landscape of the site is considered to have Low Value and Low Susceptibility 

to residential development and therefore to have Low Sensitivity. The magnitude of 

change on site will, of course, be Very High and, as such the resulting level of effect will 

be Moderate and Long Term. Given the general public opinion that developed character is 

less desirable than undeveloped, this is considered to be a negative effect. However, it 

must be noted that such changes in character are always considered in this way in 

respect of onsite effects and this does not indicate anything which should specifically 

count against this site. It must be acknowledged that visitors to the site post 

development, particularly once it has had opportunity to mature, will unlikely be 

encumbered by a knowledge of the pre-development state and should therefore have an 

entirely positive experience of its character. 

 

 

Predicted Effects on the Character of the Site’s Surroundings 

 

7.5 The limited visual influence of the site on its surroundings significantly curtails any 

potential effects on surrounding character. Furthermore, the impact of the development 

of the site is also limited by the presence of significant residential form in its vicinity and 

by the fact that receptors are already located within a city, albeit in some of its leafier 

areas. 

 

7.6 In reality, the change of character of the site from one of a remnant, overgrown paddock, 

to a development of new homes, will only be perceived within very close proximity –i.e.  

from residential properties to the west, south and south east and from public vantage 

points on the rights of way and open space network to the east. 

 

7.7 Given that the site lies well within the urban area, the effect of the development (which 

essentially amounts to incrementally more urban form), is extremely limited. It is 

considered that the sensitivity of the wider landscape here is medium, given the very low 
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susceptibility to residential development balanced with the medium to high landscape 

value of the site context to the east. The magnitude of change likely to be experienced 

within the context of the site is generally low or very low and therefore the level of effect is 

assessed to be minor, at worst. Again, given the general public opinion that developed 

character is less desirable than undeveloped, this minor effect would be long term and 

generally considered negative, particularly by those who understood the baseline 

condition. 

 

 

Predicted Effects on Visual Amenity 

 

7.8 Section 5 of this report identified four visual receptor groups who may experience a 

change to their visual amenity as a result of the scheme. These were: 

 

• PRoW Users; 

 

• Road users; 

 

• Residential receptors; and 

 

• Rail users. 

 

7.9 Photoviewpoints EDP 1 – 9 provide a range of ‘representative views’ chosen to represent 

the range of views available of the site which such users may experience. Conclusions in 

respect of visual effects, as set out below, are however based on the site work 

undertaken by EDP, as experienced in the field, and not on a review of the static images 

which the photoviewpoints offer. 

 

7.10 Considering each of the receptor groups in turn: 

 

PRoW users 

 

7.11 PRoW users may be located within or immediately adjacent to the site (as                        

illustrated by Photoviewpoints EDP 1, 3 and 4), or further afield on the riverside                    

area (Photoviewpoints EDP 5 and 6), or further still within Hailey Park                         

(Photoviewpoints EDP 7, 8 and 9). The sensitivity of these receptors also varies, with 

lower sensitivity offsite to the south (where the unkempt nature of the site is apparent 

and where the adjacent housing dominates the views from its elevated position), and 

higher sensitivity within Hailey Park where users may specifically, or in part, have gone to 

enjoy the scenery and views. 

 

7.12 The change to the view which these receptors will experience will also change significantly 

with distance. At the site boundaries and within the site, the change will obviously be very 

high, with the removal of scrub and vegetation and its replacement with housing and 

more formalised landscaping. However, beyond the boundaries of the site, the 

surrounding vegetation and topography (particularly the railway embankment) very quickly 

reduces the visibility of these changes. 
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7.13 On the basis of EDP’s site investigations it is considered that effects on pedestrian 

receptors on site and immediately adjacent to the southern boundary will range from 

Moderate to Major/Moderate and, particularly where receptors understand the baseline 

condition of the site, will be perceived to be negative. 

 

7.14 However, where receptors are located outside the site boundaries effects will quickly 

reduce to moderate (where vantage points perhaps allow visibility of some additional 

rooftops- for example Photoviewpoint EDP 6) to minor and negligible where intervening 

vegetation screens the view, such as those deeper within Hailey Park and on the                      

Taff Trail. 

 

Road users 

 

7.15 The only road users with opportunities to view the site are those on Radyr Court to the 

south of the site. Such receptors will be local residents, using this route to access their 

properties and, as such, understand they are in an urban area, reducing their overall 

sensitivity to the proposals. 

 

7.16 There will, of course, be a noticeable change to the baseline situation when the scheme is 

developed, with the existing unmanaged grassland and scrub habitats replaced by 

housing and landscaping. However, there is already housing present in views from this 

route, both at Ty Isaf, Hillside (to the south of the route) and Blethin Close, the latter 

elevated above the site. Again, this reduces the impact that the change from scrubland to 

housing might otherwise create. In addition, proposals aim to retain existing hedgerow 

along the site’s southern boundary with the route and driveway to Ty Isaf which will 

continue to provide an element of visual screening and set back of new properties. 

 

7.17 Overall, the sensitivity of the road users here is considered to be medium (at most) and 

the magnitude of change is very high in those views that are available. As a result, the 

effect is likely to be Major/Moderate and negative, though this will ease with time as the 

scheme matures, mitigation takes effect, and receptors acclimatise to the loss of the 

baseline position. 

 

Residential receptors 

 

7.18 Residential receptors are generally considered to be of high sensitivity to changes in the 

view but their rights to any particular view, or quality of view, is not protected in planning 

policy at any level. In this instance, residential receptors are located adjacent to the site 

to the south, south east and west; those to the south and south west will predominantly 

have views from upper floors (typically considered less sensitive than lower floors), while 

those to the west may also have ground floor views due to the elevation of those 

properties above the site. 

 

7.19 There will be a high magnitude of change resulting from the scheme proposals, rising to 

very high in some views. As such, combined with the sensitivity of the viewers, the effect 

on visual amenity for these residential receptors will be Major/Moderate to Major and 
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generally perceived to be negative by these residents who no doubt appreciate their view 

over the site, despite its lack of management. 

 

7.20 It should be noted that while visual amenity of residents within their private 

dwellings/curtilage is not protected, their ‘residential amenity’ generally is. This relates to 

issues such as privacy, noise and light, and in this sense residential amenity is unlikely 

affected by the scheme proposals, with plenty of space between properties proposed, 

together with careful plot orientation to minimise overlooking. 

 

Rail users 

 

7.21 Receptors on the trains which pass the site are afforded only a relatively fleeting view of 

the site. This view, currently of unmanaged grassland, scrub and woodland, will be 

changed into a view of further housing, backed by the retained woodland and with 

integrated tree planting, open space and incidental landscaping. 

 

7.22 While regular users of the line may notice the change, particularly during the construction 

stage and in the early years after the site’s completion, the railway line passes through 

significant areas of housing and commercial development and, over time, this new 

housing will simply ‘merge’ into this wider experience. 

 

7.23 Receptors on the train are therefore considered to be of low sensitivity and the magnitude 

of change they experience – considered as a part of their wider journey through the city – 

is low. As a result, the level of effect is considered to be Minor/Negligible (but negative 

when perceived). 
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Section 8 

Summary and Conclusions 
 

 

8.1 EDP is an independent environmental consultancy and Registered Practice of the 

Landscape Institute specialising in the assessment of developments at all scales across 

the UK.  

 

8.2 This report has summarised the findings of a comprehensive landscape data trawl and 

field appraisal undertaken by EDP’s landscape team (Sections 2, 3, 4 and 5). In                   

Section 6 the proposed development is described with any proposed mitigation.                 

Section 7 undertakes an assessment of the likely landscape and visual effects having 

regard to the above and based on a combination of the thresholds set out in                     

Appendix EDP 3, coupled with professional judgement.  

 

8.3 The following effects are likely:  

 

• On the character of the site itself. 

 

8.4 The landscape of the site was found to have Low Sensitivity to the proposed residential 

development, largely due to the fact that it lies well within the urban area of the city and, 

despite the present site condition, housing here would not be ‘out of keeping’ with the 

surrounding area. 

 

8.5 The magnitude of change on site will be Very High and therefore the level of effect on its 

landscape character will be Moderate, Long Term and, given the general negative public 

attitudes to development, will be perceived as negative. 

 

8.6 This is of course not unusual in respect of onsite effects where the degree of change 

often results in levels of effect of moderate or higher. The question is not whether such 

effects are acceptable but whether the baseline landscape condition is worthy of 

protection which would obstruct development. In this instance, while the site offers a 

glimpse of woodland in the depths of the city, much of the development area is actually 

inaccessible, comprising unmanaged scrubland of limited value to local receptors and is 

not protected through any policy. Furthermore, the intention of the proposals to retain 

significant areas of woodland and provide better management is considered to provide 

the necessary balance to mitigate the losses proposed on site. 

 

• On the site’s surroundings. 

 

8.7 The site is extremely well enclosed which results in a very limited area over which it exerts 

any influence on character. Given this, the site’s setting within the urban area and the 

retention of current woodland screening, effects on the wider character are limited, 

identified as minor but negative. 
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• On visual amenity. 

 

8.8 Visual receptors around the site are identified as users of the PRoW network, road users, 

rail users and residential receptors in adjacent dwellings. It should be noted that such 

receptors are all in very close proximity to the site and therefore the impacts may appear 

skewed by the increased magnitude of change which is experienced in this area – it 

should be noted however, that the scheme benefits from a high degree of enclosure 

which means that wider effects are negligible, limited within 500m of the site’s boundary. 

 

8.9 In those locations where receptors can see the site, dependent on their activity/location, 

the level of effect experienced will vary from: Major – Major/Moderate for the 

neighbouring residential receptors and road users; Major/moderate – Moderate for PRoW 

receptors; and Low for receptors passing by on the train. 

 

 

Overall Summary 

 

8.10 The site is a remnant of agricultural land which existed prior to the development of the 

land to the west as the settlement of Danescourt. In the intervening years, through lack of 

management, the site has been significantly encroached by scrub and self-regenerated 

woodland and no longer has any agricultural value. 

 

8.11 The lack of management and general ‘unkempt’ nature of the site does offer a relatively 

interesting landscape within the wider urban setting and, as such, the proposals seek to 

retain significant areas of woodland, capitalising on the green infrastructure value of 

these for biodiversity, landscape character and recreation. Indeed, the development of 

the site to provide 45 new homes will secure the long term management of the retained 

landscape areas and woodland adjacent – and an opportunity to stem the spread of 

Japanese Knotweed from the riverside, increase species and structural diversity of the 

woodland, and enhance the accessibility of the PRoW connections. 

 

8.12 Overall, the effects on the character of the site, the character of the wider area and the 

visual amenity of those who can obtain a view of the site are therefore not considered to 

outweigh the benefits of the scheme in landscape terms and, as such, the development 

of the site should be supported in landscape and visual terms. 
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 Appendix EDP 1 

Proposed Site Layout (SK 015P, September 2019) 
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THIS DRAWING SHALL BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE

FOLLOWING ARCHITECTS DRAWINGS:

(90)001 SITE LOCATION PLAN

(SK)001 PROPOSED SITE LAYOUT      1:500

(SK)002 TREE CONSTRAINTS LAYOUT 1:500

(SK)003 PROPOSED FLOOR PLANS - BLOCK 1

(SK)004 PROPOSED FLOOR PLANS - BLOCKS 2, 6, 8 & 9

(SK)005 PROPOSED FLOOR PLANS - BLOCKS 3 & 11

(SK)006 PROPOSED FLOOR PLANS - BLOCKS 4, 10, 12 & 14

(SK)007 PROPOSED FLOOR PLANS - BLOCK 5

(SK)008 PROPOSED FLOOR PLANS - BLOCKS 13 & 15

(SK)009 PROPOSED FLOOR PLANS - BLOCK 7

(SK)010-13 PROPOSED STREET ELEVATIONS

(SK)014       PROPOSED SECTIONS

(SK)015 PROPOSED SITE LAYOUT 1:200

(SK)016 PROPOSED SITE LAYOUT 1:200

SCHEDULE  OF  ACCOMMODATION

A    HOUSE TYPE 'A'     5P 3B 10 No

B    HOUSE TYPE 'B'     4P 2B        27 No

C    HOUSE TYPE 'C'     6P 4B  02 No

D    COMMUNAL FLAT TYPE 'D'   2P 1B            06 No

           TOTAL No. OF UNITS         45 No
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 Appendix EDP 2 

Site Photographs/Photoviewpoints 
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PRoW 56 contained by 
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PROW 48 

This end of the site presents a well
wooded character, with views dominated

and contained by young vegetation

PROW 56 

Glimpsed elevated rooflines
visible beyond foreground
vegetation and the site’s

open field

Users of PROW experience a woodland character
when entering the site through the tunnel

under the railway route
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Photoviewpoint EDP 5: View from the disused railway bridge to the north of the site
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elevated course of the railway line, limit the extent of
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Approximate extent
of site boundary
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Photoviewpoint EDP 7:  View from POS footpath along the north-eastern boundary of Hailey Park, adjacent to the sports pitches

Approximate extent of site boundary

Approximate extent of site boundary
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presents a contained
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site’s south-western boundary are already
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Appendix EDP 3 

Tables Defining the Thresholds and Definitions  

of Terminology used in this Appraisal 
 

 

Table EDP A3.1: Defining the Sensitivity of the Landscape Baseline. 

EDP Assessment Terminology and Definitions 

Landscape Baseline - Overall Sensitivity 

Very High 

Value: Nationally/Internationally designated/valued countryside and landscape 

features; strong/distinctive landscape characteristics; absence of landscape 

detractors. 

Susceptibility: Strong/distinctive landscape elements/aesthetic/perceptual aspects; 

absence of landscape detractors; landscape receptors in excellent condition. 

Landscapes with clear and widely recognised cultural value. Landscapes with a high 

level of tranquillity. 

High 

Value: Locally designated/valued countryside (e.g. Areas of High Landscape Value, 

Regional Scenic Areas) and landscape features; many distinctive landscape 

characteristics; very few landscape detractors. 

Susceptibility: Many distinctive landscape elements/aesthetic/perceptual aspects; 

very few landscape detractors; landscape receptors in good condition. The landscape 

has a low capacity for change as a result of potential changes to defining character. 

Medium  

Value: Undesignated countryside and landscape features; some distinctive landscape 

characteristics; few landscape detractors. 

Susceptibility: Some distinctive landscape elements/aesthetic/perceptual aspects; 

few landscape detractors; landscape receptors in fair condition. Landscape is able to 

accommodate some change as a result. 

Low 

Value: Undesignated countryside and landscape features; few distinctive landscape 

characteristics; presence of landscape detractors. 

Susceptibility: Few distinctive landscape elements/aesthetic/perceptual aspects; 

presence of landscape detractors; landscape receptors in poor condition. Landscape is 

able to accommodate large amounts of change without changing these characteristics 

fundamentally. 

Very Low 

Value: Undesignated countryside and landscape features; absence of distinctive 

landscape characteristics; despoiled / degraded by the presence of many landscape 

detractors. 

Susceptibility: Absence of distinctive landscape elements/aesthetic/perceptual 

aspects; presence of many landscape detractors; landscape receptors in very poor 

condition. As such landscape is able to accommodate considerable change. 
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Table EDP A3.2: Defining the Sensitivity of the Visual Baseline. 

Visual Baseline - Overall Sensitivity 

Very High 

Value/Susceptibility: view is designed/has intentional association with surroundings; 

is recorded in published material; from a publicly accessible heritage 

asset/designated/promoted viewpoint; national/internationally designated right of 

way; protected/recognised in planning policy designation. 

Examples: may include views from residential properties, National Trails; promoted 

holiday road routes; designated countryside/landscape features with public access; 

visitors to heritage assets of national importance; Open Access Land. 

High 

Value/Susceptibility: view of clear value but may not be formally recognised e.g. 

framed view of scenic value or destination/summit views; inferred that it may have 

value for local residents; locally promoted route or PRoW. 

Examples: may include from recreational locations where there is some appreciation 

of the visual context/landscape e.g. golf, fishing; themed rights of way with a local 

association; National Trust land; panoramic viewpoints marked on OS maps; road 

routes promoted in tourist guides and/or for their scenic value. 

Medium 

Value/Susceptibility: view is not widely promoted or recorded in published sources; 

may be typical of those experienced by an identified receptor; minor road routes 

through rural/scenic areas. 

Examples: may include people engaged in outdoor sport not especially influenced by 

an appreciation of the wider landscape e.g. pitch sports; views from minor road 

routes passing through rural or scenic areas. 

Low 

Value/Susceptibility: view of clearly lesser value than similar views from nearby 

visual receptors that may be more accessible. 

Examples: may include major road routes; rail routes; receptor is at a place of work 

but visual surroundings have limited relevance. 

Very Low 

Value/Susceptibility: View may be affected by many landscape detractors and 

unlikely to be valued. 

Examples: may include people at their place of work, indoor recreational or leisure 

facilities or other locations where views of the wider landscape have little or no 

importance. 

 



Land off De Braose Close, Danescourt, Cardiff 

Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

edp4188_r009a_FINAL DRAFT 

 

39 

Table EDP A3.3: Defining the Magnitude of Change to the landscape and visual baseline. 

Magnitude of Change  

(Considers Scale of Proposal/Geographical Extent/Duration and Reversibility/Proportion) 

Very High 

Landscape: total loss/major alteration to key receptors/characteristics of the 

baseline; addition of elements that strongly conflict or integrate with the 

baseline. 

Visual: substantial change to the baseline, forming a new, defining focus and 

having a defining influence on the view. 

High 

Landscape: notable loss/alteration/addition to one or more key 

receptors/characteristics of the baseline; or, addition of prominent conflicting 

elements. 

Visual: additions are clearly noticeable and part of the view would be 

fundamentally altered. 

Medium 

Landscape: partial loss/alteration to one or more key 

receptors/characteristics. Addition of elements that are evident but do not 

necessarily conflict with the key characteristics of the existing landscape. 

Visual: the proposed development will form a new and recognisable element 

within the view which is likely to be recognised by the receptor. 

Low 

Landscape: minor loss or alteration to one or more key landscape 

receptors/characteristics; Additional elements may not be uncharacteristic 

within existing landscape. 

Visual: proposed development will form a minor constituent of the view being 

partially visible or at sufficient distance to be a small component. 

Very Low 

Landscape: barely discernible loss or alteration to key components; addition 

of elements not uncharacteristic within the existing landscape. 

Visual: proposed development will form a barely noticeable component of the 

view, and the view whilst slightly altered would be similar to the baseline.  

Imperceptible 

In some circumstances, changes at representative viewpoints or receptors 

will be lower than ‘Very Low’ and changes will be described as ‘Imperceptible’. 

This will lead to negligible effects. 

 

Table EDP A3.4: Determining the Predicted Levels of Effects to the landscape and visual baseline. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall Sensitivity 
Overall Magnitude of Change 

Very High High Medium Low Very Low 

Very High Substantial Major Major/-Moderate Moderate Moderate/ Minor 

High Major 
Major/ 

Moderate 
Moderate 

Moderate/ 

Minor 
Minor 

Medium 
Major/ 

Moderate 
Moderate Moderate/-Minor Minor Minor/ Negligible 

Low Moderate 
Moderate/ 

Minor 
Minor 

Minor/ 

Negligible 
Negligible 

Very Low 
Moderate/ 

Minor 
Minor Minor/-Negligible Negligible Negligible/ None 
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Table EDP A3.5: Definition of Effects. 

Definition of Effects 

Substantial: 
Effects which are in complete variance to the baseline landscape resource or visual 

amenity. 

Major: 
Effects which result in noticeable and fundamental alterations to the landscape 

resource or visual amenity. 

Moderate: 
Effects which result in noticeable but non-fundamental alterations to the baseline 

landscape resource or visual amenity. 

Minor: 
Effects which result in slight alterations to the landscape resource or visual amenity. 

Negligible: 
Effects which result in barely perceptible alterations to the landscape resource or 

visual amenity. 

None: No detectable alteration to the landscape resource or visual amenity. 

Consequence: Effects can be positive, adverse or neutral i.e. if no change arises. 

Duration: 
Long term (20+ years); Medium-long term (10-20 years); Medium term (5-10 years); 

Short term (1 – 5 years); Temporary (>12 months); Construction. 
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Plans 
 

 

Plan EDP 1 Site Location and Findings of EDP Data Trawl 

  (edp4188/d016a 03 September 2019 AG/EB) 

 

Plan EDP 2 Site Character and Local Context 

  (edp4188/d017a 03 September 2019 AG/EB) 

 

Plan EDP 3 Findings of EDP’s Visual Assessment 

(edp4188/d018a 03 September 2019 AG/EB) 

 

Plan EDP 4 Landscape Strategy 

  (4188_d025 02 September 2019 EB/KH) 
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River Taff

Hailey Park

Hailey Park
Sports Grounds 

and Pitches

Forest Farm
Country Park

Radyr C
ourt R

oad

Blethin  Close

Nicholson Webb Close

De Braose Close
Hazelhurst Road

A well used, footpath runs along the 
south-western edge of the site - joining 
Radyr Court Road to the PRoW network and 
De Braose Close. The route is divided from 
the field parcels by overgrown scrub and 
post and wire fencing.

Hailey Park is located on land between 
the railway line and the course of the 
River Taff, presenting an internally open 
but externally well contained 
recreational open space.

Embankment of the Radyr to Cogan railway line 
along the site’s north-eastern boundary contains 
the site, preventing intervisibility between the 
lower parts of the site and the wider landscape 
to the north and east. It also provides an 
element of containment to the southern edge of 
the River Taff corridor as it passes the site.

The western half of the site presents a 
wooded character that appears to be well 
used for recreation purposes.

Electricity towers form a dominating urban 
feature within the eastern corner of Hailey 
Park, with their line crossing the river 
towards the south-west.

Properties of Blethin Close are in an elevated 
position in comparison to the core area of the 
site, atop the sloping ground which forms the 
south-western boundary of the site.

Vegetation along both sides of the River 
Taff provides an element of containment 
to the character of the river as well as 
screening between the northern and 
southern sides of the river.

The scrubland nature of the country park 
land, and its sloping nature towards the 
north-western river bank, makes this area 
feel seperated from the manicured 
parkland to the south-east.

The old railway bridge crossing the River 
Taff to the north of the site forms a key 
connection route between Hailey Park and 
the Sustrans route alongside the railway 
line.

The eastern half of the site forms open 
scrubland, previously used for agricultural 
practices and divided into two field parcels by 
post and wire fencing. 

Properties of Ty Isaf, contained from the site 
by well maintained hedgerow.

PRoW 56

PRoW 48

Site Boundary

Over-head Lines and Electricity Towers

Footpaths/Cycle Routes

Railway Line
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Views from the south, south-west and west are 
limited by existing built form. Properties directly 
adjacent to the site’s boundary receive 
elevated views over the site, however, these are 
filtered by existing vegetation along the 
south-western boundary of the site.

The site is found to be visually contained as a 
result of vegetation within its boundary, mature 
vegetation along the banks of the River Taff 
and within Hailey Park, the adjacent railway line 
embankment and existing built form upon the 
elevated landform to the south-west.

Where views from the other side of the river are 
available (predominantly within Hailey Park) 
they are found to already be influenced by 
existing built form located beyond the site, 
along Nicholson Webb Close and Blethin Close, 
amongst existing tree canopies.

Views from the north are limited by the 
existing presence of woodland within the 
land parcel to the north of the site and 
tree belts along the banks of the River 
Taff.

Electricity towers form a dominating urban 
feature within the view at the eastern corner 
of Hailey Park, with their line crossing the 
river towards the south-west.

Glimpsed intervisibility is available between 
the site and upper storey windows of 1-2 
properties along Ty-Mawr Road, adjacent to 
the entrance to Hailey Park, however, these 
are heavily influenced by the presence of 
intervening vegetation.

Extended views from the north and north-east 
are curtailed by the presence of existing built 
form, the course of the Pontypridd to Cardiff 
railway line and associated vegetation of the 
railway, parkland and river.

Extended views from the west are curtailed 
by the presence of existing built form and 
intervening vegetation.

Glimpsed views are available from 
within the site towards the elevated 
hillsides to the north. Given the 
distance and containment of the site 
by built form, notable intervisiblity is 
unlikely to be available.

The property of Ty Isaf experiences clear 
views into the site’s open field, predominantly 
from upper storey windows as a result of its 
containing hedgerow.

The railway embankment of the Radyr to 
Cogan line provides a visual buffer between 
the site and the footpath which runs 
adjacent, despite the route’s close proximity.
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Rain gardens will include a mixture of shrub, grass and 
herbaceous species of low maintenance requirements. 
Planting will provide seasonal interest and value for 
pollinators, as well as amenity value for new residents 
through street greening and water run-off cleaning. 
Planting of semi-mature tree specimens will provide 
instant maturity and biodiversity value to streetscapes.

Existing stands of Japanese knotweed along the 
eastern site boundary are to be removed as part of 
proposals.

Tall hedgerow surrounding adjacent property is to be 
protected to maintain privacy of adjacent residents.

Retention and reinforcement of 
south-western vegetation heavily filters 
the available intervisibility between 
existing properties of Blethin Close and 
Nicholson Webb Close, and the new 
properties of the proposal.

Pedestrian and cycle only 
through-route onto Radyr Court.

Off-site land within applicant control proposed as new 
‘Community Woodland’, to be managed by a local 
community group or private management company as 
appropriate. Area has potential to include a forest school 
facility and interpretation boards along informal routes.

Proposed footpath through woodland of the 
south-western boundary to be informally 
surfaced with bark chip to provide stronger 
delineation of route.

Vertical railings between the 
apartment garden space and 
the ecotone divide the private 
and public space whilst 
providing security to apartment 
buildings and surveillance over 
the ecotone area.

15-metre wide ‘Ecotone’ provided between woodland edge and new built form, creating a transitional landscape between the two 
elements. Planting to include native tree, shrub and scrub planting, as well as areas of species rich meadow grassland, to create a 
staggered mosaic of habitats. Informal access will be available through mown routes.

South-western slope to be planted with woodland understorey species and shrub. 
Existing scrub to be cut back and managed, with spiky cover retained along the site’s 
boundary to provide protection to rear gardens of adjacent residencies. Proposed 
footpath, traversing the slope, runs alongside and replaces the existing PRoW route 
through the site, with planting designed to allow surveillance of the route from new 
properties. The route allows for the future re-establishment of the Penrys Pilgrimage 
Way, with potential for interpretation features to explain the route’s history.
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